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NBU Water Notes 
 

1. The point of delivery for an owned and maintained water line is typically the 
domestic or irrigation water meter, fire line up to the containment backflow 
device, or hydrant meter or as determined by NBU. 

2. Water infrastructure must be constructed in accordance with the NBU Water 
Connection Policy. 

3. All water mains shall be constructed of AWWA C900 DR 14 PVC, AWWA 
C900 DR 18 PVC or minimum CL 250 Ductile Iron Pipe.  

4. All residential water services shall be single services constructed of 1-inch 
ASTM B88 Type K Copper tubing. 1-inch AWWA C901 SDR9 CTS 
polyethylene tubing may be permitted with special approval from NBU only. 

5. All 2-inch service lines shall be constructed of AWWA C901 SDR9 CTS 
polyethylene tubing. 

6. Water mains shall have a minimum of 48 inches of cover to finished grade. 
Concrete encasement will be required if minimum cover cannot be met.  

7. Pipe bedding of water lines shall be compliant with NBU specification No. 
120, “Utility Trenching and Backfill”.  

8. Contractor shall install line stoppers at their cost for an outage during 
construction if system valves are not available or the existing valves do not 
function. Line stoppers will be required based on the following criteria: 

a. If the number of residential customers affected is greater than 20 and 
expected to last more than 4 hours. 

b. If any commercial customers are affected by the outage then the use 
of line stoppers will be determined on a case by case basis. 

c. If any critical care customers are affected by the outage then the use 
of line stoppers will be determined on a case by case basis. 

d. System conditions may require a line stopper and may not be known 
until construction commences. 

9. Contractor will keep the area on top of, around, and within the water meter 
box free of all objects and debris. 

10. Placement of meter boxes or vaults in sidewalks, driveways, drive aisles, 
parking areas, or other areas exposed to vehicular traffic is not permitted. 
Any meter boxes or vaults set in these areas will be relocated at the 
contractor’s and/or developer’s expense. 

11. Meter boxes or vaults must be set at proposed grade.  Any meter boxes that 
are not set at the final grade will be adjusted at contractor’s and/or 
developer’s expense. 

12. Meter boxes for 5/8-inch and 1-inch meters must be DFW Plastics DFW38C-
14-AF1MP.  

13. Meter boxes for 1.5” meters must be DFW Plastics DFW65C-14-AF1MP. 
14. Meter boxes for 2” meters must be DFW Plastics DFW1730F-12-AF1MP. 
15. Thrust blocks are not permitted without special approval.  Joints must be 

restrained with restraining systems approved by NBU and restraint length 
shall be submitted to NBU at the time of plan submittal. 

16. Contractor shall install tracer wire on top of non-ferrous water mains in 
accordance with NBU specifications.  Tracer wire should run from valve to 
valve and exit at a tracer wire access point.  The tracer wire should be 
attached to the top of the pipe using tape.  Excess wire should be coiled 
within the tracer wire access point riser. 
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17. Contractor shall coordinate with the assigned water/wastewater inspector for 
completion of the Field Acceptance Checklist. All testing and acceptance 
shall conform to NBU Specifications, including but not limited to: 

a. Bacteriological Testing 
b. Hydrostatic Testing (performed valve to valve) 

18. The NBU water system shall be protected from hazards with appropriate 
backflow prevention assemblies installed on all irrigation systems, fire 
suppression systems and multi-unit complexes along with multi-level 
properties on the domestic meter containment. NBU can assist with the 
decision on appropriate backflow assemblies on a case-by-case basis. 
Contact NBU backflow prevention specialist for more details. Email questions 
to crossconnection@nbutexas.com 

19. All backflow prevention assemblies shall be tested upon installation and 
reports sent to NBU via the online tracking system. Contact an NBU backflow 
prevention specialist for more details. Email questions to 
crossconnection@nbutexas.com  

20. All residential and commercial properties shall have a Customer Service 
Inspection certificate (CSI Inspection) completed upon completion of the 
building or home structure. Contact an NBU backflow prevention specialist for 
more details.  Email questions to crossconnection@nbutexas.com  
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